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Abstract 

Large-scale land deals between African states, including Ethiopia, and foreign investors is 

unprecedented in terms of the size of the lands leased/sold out, and the pace of its 

implementation, especially during the last decade. The phenomenon has increasingly been 

recognized as a major factor leading to substantial reconfiguration of access to land, with 

important implications for the livelihoods of the people involved. The phenomenon has 

generated enormous interest relating to issues of land rights and people’s livelihoods. Many 

questions follow: Would this process lead to poverty reduction and food security in the land-

selling/land-leasing countries and localities? What are the possible trade-offs or the win-win 

scenarios? What are the immediate and long-term implications for the people living on, and/or 

in the surroundings of, the lands? Are the local people included in the process, and do their 

opinions count in terms of affecting the land-deal decisions and subsequent outcomes? 

Inspired by these and similar concerns, the proposed study attempts to address the impacts 

of the ongoing global agricultural investments on the livelihoods of the local people in Ethiopia. 

It adopts a political-ecological perspective and the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework (SLF) 

as pillars of the theoretical framework, and employs a mixed-methods approach that combines 

household surveys and qualitative interviews as methods of data collection. The primary data 

will be complemented with systematic content analysis of relevant secondary data, including 

investment policy documents. The study aims to provide new insights into challenging 

questions of global forces and local processes as significant components of the process in 

framing the debate on large-scale land deals as “land grabbing” or “fair development.” The 

knowledge to be gained through synergic integration of qualitative and quantitative methods, 

will contribute to theoretical and methodological advancement of development research and 

development policy on land rights, livelihoods and global investments. 


